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According to Iliad 10. 372, Diomedes hurled his spear 
over Dolon's shoulder, e/cciv 5' ijiinpTave <pu>r6s. This 
force of the word would make our passage mean: 
'but of his own accord no one would choose them'. 
There is perhaps an allusion to line 45 where Hector 
contrasts icaX6>< e?Sos with /S(?j and dXioj, so that 
Paris means to say, 'I would not voluntarily choose 
good looks rather than strength and valor'. The clause 
thus forms a transition from his apology for his effemi- 
nate appearance to his proposal of the duel with 
Menelaus. 
Columbia University. E. H. STURTEVANT. 



that this is the most important grammatical contribu- 
tion to the Homeric question that has appeared for 
many years. 
Columbia University. E. H. STURTEVANT. 
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WACKERNAGEL ON THE TEXT OF HOMER 

Readers of The Classical Weekly may be glad 
to have their attention called to an important article 
on the Attic Influence upon our text of Homer, pub- 
lished by J. Wackernagel in Glotta 7. 161-319. The 
article is entitled Sprachliche Untersuchungen zu 
Homer. No scholar with a knowledge of scientific 
Greek grammar has doubted the presence of Atticisms 
in our text of Homer, but only a few, probably, have 
hitherto realized how considerable the Attic element 
really is. 

Wackernagel divides his material into two groups. 
The first and larger group consists of Atticisms which 
may be explained as modernizations of originally 
Ionic words or forms. For example, our text of Homer 
presents the future of Sjupu/m in its Attic form as 
6/iovixat, dfiehai, etc. Now Ionic would have con- 
tracted 6/j.iofmi into (VeOjuai and o^iorai into 
ifiovrai; and so either 6p.ovii.ai or 6p.etrai must 
be due to Attic influence. But since the Attic and 
Ionic forms had the same prosodic value, it is quite 
possible that the original Homeric text was in this 
respect consistently Ionic. 

In his second group Wackernagel places Atticisms 
which cannot be translated into Ionic without destroy- 
ing the meter, and which, therefore, must be due to 
the original composers of the lines in which they stand. 
A part of the material here discussed is more or less 
dubious, but, after all allowances have been made, 
there remains a considerable residue of forms and 
idioms which must stand as valid evidence for the 
Attic origin of single lines or, in some cases, of longer 
passages of the poems. For example, there are two 
such forms in the introduction to the Teichoscopia 
in Iliad 3. In line 153 we read §vt' for Homeric ijaro 
and later Ionic (KaT)&uro, where both the Atticism 
and the impossibility of emendation are beyond 
question. The phrase 5ei>5p4y i&ftiitpoi, which 
most manuscripts and printed texts present in 152, 
will not scan unless we read the Attic form SfpSpcp. 
It has to be admitted, however, that Strdpy does 
not actually appear in the text, and that one manu- 
script remedies the metrical defect by reading ifi/uvoi. 

It is not likely that all of Wackernagel's conclusions 
will stand the test of time, but one may at least say 



Studies in the History of the Roman Province of Syria. 
By Gustave Adolphus Harrer. Princeton: Prince- 
ton University Press (1915). Pp. 94. 
The present learned and heavily documented dis- 
sertation is devoted to chronological studies of the 
sequence in office of the provincial governors of Syria. 
The peculiar order of treatment, whereby the gover- 
nors from 69-194 A. D. are considered separately 
(pages 11-42), and before any notice is paid to those 
of the period anterior to 69 A. D. (pages 63-65), 
seems to 'be due to the fact that the list of governors 
from the beginning down to the great revolt, as given 
in the latest edition of Schiirer's Geschichte des Jiidisch- 
en Volkes (1904), was so nearly complete as to leave 
opportunity for only a few scattered notes, whereas 
the accession of new material since the publication of 
Liebenam's Die Legaten in den Romischen Provinzen 
von Augustus bis Diocletian (1888) suggested the need 
of a thoroughgoing revision of the lists for this period. 
The study is essentially, therefore, a revision of Lie- 
benam's work, and as such it marks a really considerable 
contribution to knowledge as compared with the aver- 
age doctoral dissertation. However, since it is a 
series of discussions of minute chronological problems, 
it is accordingly impossible to summarize the contents, 
otherwise than to notice that, in addition to what has 
already been indicated, similar lists are prepared for 
the governors of Syria Coele and Syria Phoenice from 
194-circa 300 A. D., and the procurators of Syria, 
Syria Coele and Syria Phoenice. Then follows an 
interesting discussion of the proper date and course 
of the revolt of Pescennius Niger, in which Wilcken's 
view that it was confined to 193 A. D. is firmly estab- 
lished; after that comes a short examination of the 
date of the division of Syria; then a note on C. I. L. Ill, 
6169; a brief Index Nominum, which would have been 
more valuable had it been expanded to include all the 
principal persons and topics discussed; and, finally, 
a short Appendix. The whole gives evidence of 
industry, sobriety of judgment, and correct methods 
of research. I should like in particular to note an 
emendation (page 29) in Inscriptiones Graecae ad 
Res Romanas Pertinentes III, 1274 where the com- 
monly accepted reading ' eirl]' AwikIov is convincingly 
emended to eiri 2ou]Xitik(o><. 

The proofreading has not been done very carefully, 
but since the errors will not mislead the specialist, 
and dissertations' are not likely to reach a second edi- 
tion, I see no use in solemnly rehearsing such petty 
blemishes. There are other blemishes, however, 
which are not to be so easily explained or condoned. 
Thus "Gk." is an unfortunate abbreviation for the 



